LESLEY (LES) KAY
3277 PICKBURY DRIVE

les@leskay.net
CINCINNATI, OH 45211

(513) 699-3589
LES KAY

EDUCATION


MFA, Creative Writing (Poetry), University of Miami, 1998

Thesis: “The Media of Fog” (poems)


BA, Creative Writing and Professional Writing, Carnegie Mellon University, 1996 


Double Major with College Honors


Senior Thesis: “Filling the Space with Smoke” (poems) 
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS


James Michener Fellowship, University of Miami


Honorable Mention (Poetry), Adamson Awards, Carnegie Mellon University  


Undergraduate Scholarship, Carnegie Mellon University

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

1999-2000





Mountain View College, Dallas, TX

Instructor 
Taught three sections of introductory-level composition at a community college.  Developed the syllabus and lesson plans based on standardized texts.  Conducted all lectures and classroom activities.  Scheduled student conferences.  Graded papers.
1996-1998





University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL 

Teaching Assistant

· Taught one section of introductory-level creative writing (poetry and fiction) as the teacher of record.  Selected readings.  Developed the syllabus.  Led classroom discussions and workshops of student contributions.  Graded student work. 

· Taught one section of introductory-level composition as the teacher of record.  Developed the syllabus and lesson plans based on standardized texts.  Conducted all lectures and classroom activities. Scheduled student conferences.  Annotated and graded papers. 

· Served as an assistant for one section of an introductory-level creative writing class.  Graded and annotated student work. 
· Tutored in the university’s writing center.
· Served as an assistant for one section of introductory-level composition (honors).  Graded and annotated all student papers.

CORPORATE/PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2008 






Convergys, Cincinnati, OH 
Content Quality Assurance Editor 

Acted as lead editor for multiple projects.  Copyedited scripts and provided developmental editing when necessary.  Documented client style concerns on individual projects and communicated to team members.  Reviewed online courseware and job aids for consistency, grammar, style, and functionality.
2005-2007 





Freelance, Cincinnati, OH 
Writer, Copy Editor 
Wrote website copy for Convergent Learning.  Edited courseware from VitesseLearning for grammar, consistency, and style.  Performed desktop publishing services and copyediting for DesignMedia.  Copyedited Application Training courseware for Randy Coin and Associates.
2002-2005





VitesseLearning, San Francisco, CA 
Instructional Designer 
Produced Content Design Documents, outlining instructional strategy for online courseware.  Interviewed client subject matter experts to prepare content for scripting.  Coordinated a project team to script Application Training for a Fortune 500 client.  Scripted and designed medical product, banking, and manufacturing training.  Wrote internal training materials demonstrating the use of proprietary software.  Designed stand-alone and supplemental instructor-led training materials.
Senior Copy Editor 

Managed the copyediting team for a 60-hour e-learning project.  Proofread online courses for typos, functionality, and development errors.  Established copyediting best practices, resulting in a 90% reduction in reported defects .  Shared expertise with production staff through weekly tips, feedback, and meetings.  Managed and trained contract staff, ensuring adherence to relevant standards.  Copyedited the company website and marketing materials. 
2001-2002 





Freelance, San Francisco, CA 
Instructional Designer, Copy Editor, Writer 
Scripted web-based management courses for DigitalThink.  Proofread ;login, a professional journal for programmers and system administrators.  Copyedited the website and marketing materials for LegalRecruiter.com.  Wrote marketing brochures for Trailblazers, a small fitness business.  Covered CART series races for vrace.com.  Copyedited stock ratings for the Wit SoundView website.
CORPORATE/PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (CONT.)

1999-2000 





Physicians' Education Resource, Dallas, TX 
Medical Editor 

Copyedited manuscripts for publication in oncology newsletters and the medical journal, Lung Cancer.  Proofread articles for accuracy, grammar, layout, and consistency of style. Corresponded with authors regarding galley proofs and editorial changes. 
JOURNALS

2008-Present 



Contributing Writer, When Falls the Coliseum
2005-Present



Founder, Managing Editor/Poetry Editor, Ward 6 Review

1998




Managing Editor, Mangrove
1997




Assistant Poetry Editor, Mangrove

PUBLICATIONS – POETRY (PERIODICALS)

“Intimations, Fever,” Stirring, Volume 7, Edition 3, March, 2005.
“Night Music,” Fireweed, April, 2005.
“Blue Memento,” TPQ OnLine, July, 2005.
“Aspects of Possession on Halloween,” Pearl, January, 2006.
“Dilation,” edifice WRECKED, November, 2006.
“The Finest Lamb,”                   . 

“Drought,”                   . 

“Mardi Gras,”                   .

“Reverse Psychology,” juked, November, 2006.
“Caffeine,” GlassFire Magazine, Volume 1, Issue 4, January, 2007.
“Methamphetamines,” Word Riot, February, 2007.
“Split Ends,” Tar River Poetry, Spring, 2007.
“All Saints’ Day, Miami,” Eclectica Magazine, October/November, 2007. 

“Marlene Dietrich on the Radio,” Eclipse: A Literary Journal, Volume 19, Fall, 2008.
“Googled,”                   .

“&,” Read This, Volume 3, Number 2, Fall, 2008.
“Career Planning, 1984,”                   .

“Hand-Me-Downs,”                   .

“On the Patio, Wintersville, OH,”                   .
“The Last Green Field,” PANK, Number 3, January, 2009.
“Another Uncertainty Principle,”                   .
“Persephone,” Jabberwock Review, Summer, 2009 (forthcoming). 

“Looking Back,” River Oak Review, 2009 (forthcoming). 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Modern Language Association

The Association of Writers and Writing Programs

REFERENCES

Available on request.
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